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Dear Members, 
 

We are approaching the end of the 
2010-2012 administration and it is 
hard to believe the time has gone 
by.  It has been an honor to serve 

as the GFWC/CT President and a pleasure to work 
with all of you in the past two years. 
 Each club has done an amazing job in their 
community once again.  Your support of the State 
Project, the New England Region Conference, the 
Policy Training Day, and the CT Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence informational meetings are 
just a few examples of your dedication to our or-
ganization.   
 In this issue is the Call to our State Conven-
tion.  Please encourage all your members to 
attend one or both days of the convention.  It is 
an opportunity to share successes and give your 
voice to the future. 
 On behalf of GFWC/CT as your President, I will 
be attending the International Convention in 
Charlotte, as will Alison Young of the GFWC 
Northford Woman’s Club as the CT LEADS candi-
date.  Please wish her well and extend our grati-
tude to her for her willingness to assume more 
leadership within our organization.  Please know 
we would love to have your company at the Con-
vention and hope many CT members will join us. 
 Thank you for all the kindnesses, the energy 
and enthusiasm, and the friendships that you 
shared with me.  You have given me something to 
talk about for many years. 
 

Warm wishes and with sincere gratitude, 
JoAnn 

President JoAnn Calnen 

General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Connecticut 

  

Hi Everyone! 
 
 Well, I can’t believe this year has passed so 
quickly and soon I will be assuming a new roll.  It 
was my to pleasure serve as your 1st Vice Presi-
dent and President–Elect.  
 I want to “thank” all of the presidents who 
came to our meeting on that snowy day in Janu-
ary and gave their Club’s “most proudest mo-
ment” reports.  You did a great job!  I hope that 
some clubs might take some of the ideas that 
were shared that day and perhaps apply them in 
their club. 
 A reminder - tickets for the performance of 
“Fiddler on the Roof “at the Bushnell on Sunday 
April 15th at 1 p.m. are still available for the front 
balcony seats at $26.00.  Please call David Rodri-
guez at 860-987-6096 to place your order.   
 To all the club presidents who served during 
this past administration, I think that you are an 
outstanding and amazing group.  I hope that I will 
be as blessed in my administration to have such 
wonderful talent leading our clubs.  But of course, 
we are the GFWC of CT, and we do have great tal-
ent in our organization.  We need to have these 
individuals step forward and use their wonderful 
capabilities to keep our organization moving for-
ward.  I know that they will! 
 
Yours in Federation, 
Nancy 

The Newsletter of the 

President Elect 
Nancy Kalyan 

Life is a gift – unwrap it! 
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 I thoroughly enjoyed being your Assistant 
Treasurer this year.  I wish to thank all the club 
presidents and treasurers for making my job so 
easy by providing timely responses to the GFWC/
CT dues notices and my request for updated club 
rosters.  
 
 Don’t forget to send in the information and 
dues for your new members.  You don’t have to 
wait until next September when you will receive 
your club roster and dues invoice.   
 
 I look forward to continuing to serve this won-
derful organization.  

 My position as GFWC/CT Corresponding Sec-
retary has been an amazing ride.   As we come to 
the end of this administration, I want to thank 
each and every one of you for your sisterhood.  
Working with you has been my pleasure.  I have 
elder parents, a handicapped brother and a great 
husband to take care of - they are now my priori-
ties. 
 
 I don’t have all the precise words to thank Jo-
Ann Calnen for this wonderful opportunity that 
she has given me.  I know you all join me in saying 
JoAnn is one outstanding lady, and I am so thank-
ful to have worked with her. 
 
 Thank you all, you have truly touched my 
heart. 

 In the December/January 2012 issue of the 
WHRC Newsletter, our GFWC International Presi-
dent, Carlene Garner, reports that the Herschede 
clock in the Music Room on the second floor of 
GFWC Headquarters should be fully restored and 
back in place for the holiday party.  The clock has 
stood in the Headquarters since the Connecticut 
Federation of Women's Clubs gifted it to GFWC in 
1923, shortly after the building was purchased. 
 
 Carlene sends a “thank you” to the friends of 
the WHRC for the generous donations that made 
this much needed restoration possible. 
 
 As I checked the long list of our donations to 
WHRC over the years, I noticed in 1988 we gifted 
$550.00 for repair of the grandfather clock. 

Corresponding Secretary 
Maddy Marzullo 

Women’s History & Resource  
Jan Cressey, Chairman 

Recording Secretary 
Pat Kearney 

Assistant Treasurer 
Georgeann Kishner 

2012 Federation Calendar 
 

April 24 ............... Federation Day 
May 18-19 .......... 115th GFWC/CT Annual Convention 
 Crowne Plaza, Cromwell, CT 
Sept 14-16 .......... 103rd GFWC New England Region 
 Portland, Maine 

 It has truly been my pleasure to serve as re-
cording secretary during this administration.  It 
has afforded me the opportunity to get to know 
so many of you.   
 
 I have one final task left in this position and 
that is recording the events of our upcoming State 
Convention and then delivering all the minutes 
from the past two years to Maddy Marzullo to be 
placed in the state archives.  We have a window of 
time that we must work in, so it is extremely im-
portant that every CSP and Committee Chairman 
provide me with a copy of the report they deliver 
at convention.  This assures the accurate docu-
mentation of the information presented and a 
timely completion of the minutes. 
 
 Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

“I get by with a little help from my friends.” 

John Lennon 
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Hamden Woman’s Club, Inc. GFWC The Newtown Woman’s Club 

CLUB NEWS 

 The Hamden Woman's Club, as it has done for 
many, many years, brought their Christmas/
Holiday Concert to local senior nursing homes and 
day centers.  This is an event enjoyed as much by 
the members as the audience and their families.  
 Last year, Jean Winch, who has chaired this 
event all these years, passed away and we 
thought the group would also be lost.  However, 
one of our members, Gloria Corso, with our pia-
nist, Marily Hauck, stepped in to see that we will 
continue.  Because this is such a wonderful event, 
we are now looking into the possibility of adding a 
Spring Concert to the agenda.  This is something 
that members of all ages and interests can enjoy. 
 

WARM COAT DRIVE 
 

 The Hamden Woman's Club conducted a 
Warm Coat Drive during the months of October 
and November.  Club members, Jeanette Mur-
dock and Shirley 
Vanacore, took responsi-
bility for this job and 
worked hard.  Thanks also 
to Yale New Haven Hospi-
tal, the Barn Sale and Rain-
bow Cleaners and fellow 
club members, Florence 
Krukowski, Florence Lewis 
and Florence Bergamini for their contributions 
and support.  Master's Mama of Wallingford and 
Domestic Violence Services of Greater New Haven 
received over 440 items of coats and warm cloth-
ing.  In addition, VNA of Wallingford received 17 
new hand knit infant hats and/or children's hats 
and mittens plus three larger sets for teens.  The 
Warm Coat Drive was a huge success. 

“Clear The Clutter - A Tailgate Tag Sale” 
 

 On Saturday, May 5, 2012, Newtown Middle 
School on Queen Street will be the site for this event 
presented by the Newtown Woman’s Club, GFWC Inc.  
 This tag sale has been improved and expanded to 
make use of the entire school property.  Publicity will 
include “paid classified ads” in area newspapers along 
with cable announcements, flyers and new “day of” 
signage. 
 With early bird reservations by April 7, 2012, 
$30.00 will reserve one parking space. Participants will 
be responsible for bringing and setting up a table, be-
hind their parked vehicle.  They will also be responsi-
ble for taking all unsold items back at the end of the 
day - nothing can be left on the school premises. 
 Start clearing out your closets, attics and garages 
and get ready for this town event.  All proceeds will 
allow the Newtown Woman’s Club GFWC, Inc. to con-
tinue to support scholarships, police and fire, food 
pantries and other service agencies that give assis-
tance to town residents. 
 Send your check payable to the Newtown Wom-
an’s Club GFWC, Inc. to P.O. Box 101, Newtown, CT 
06470 to reserve your spot.  Please be sure to include 
your telephone number, make of vehicle and license 
plate number.  Your cancelled check will be your con-
firmation. Event is a “first come” “first serve” basis.  
Call 203-426-1035 or 203-445-1599 for more info. 

 North Branford Women’s Club 

 The North Branford Women’s Club recently 
celebrated its 50th Anniversary.  In attendance 
were many 
state and local 
dignitaries who 
presented the 
club with sev-
eral awards 
and certifi-
cates. 
 

Pictured are past 
and present officers of the club standing l to r:  Marilyn Jane-
way; Barbara LaFrance; Mary Griffin; Maggie Delaney, presi-
dent; Maureen Grenier; Roberta Ahlberg; Jeanne Bright Pan-
czak; Joan Pirtel; Carol Bellucci, vice president; seated l to r:  
Rita McGuire; Tina Rava; June Strawson 
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Rules for Membership Update Form 
Please list all new or transferred members who 
have joined your club since filling the last update 
form. 
 Circle "N" if she is new or has rejoined after 

one year. 
 Circle “T" if she is a transfer from another club. 
 List the name of the member who referred her 

to the club. 
 Remit $17 dues per member, payable to 

GFWC/CT.  
 

Send form and dues to the Assistant Treasurer: 
 Georgeann Kishner 
 107 Logging Trail Road 
 Danbury, CT 06811 
 Phone: 203 748-5445   
 E-mail: gkishner@comcast.net 
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GFWC/CT Membership Update Form 

 

Club Name: ______________________________ 

Person completing form: ____________________ 

Phone: __________________________________ 

E-mail: __________________________________  

N - T  
Name: __________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________ 

Referred by: ______________________________  

mailto:gkishner@comcast.net

